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EU-CHINA SUMMIT

uring the 17th EU-China summit, taking place in
Brussels at the end of June, a number of issues
related to facilitating trade development between
the two partners was discussed. Issues such as the
extension of Visa services points, management of

trade barriers, technological assistance, and re-
search funds were given the most attention. Where-
as the mutual relations are seen on a very positive
note, the new impetus also brln’gs about a new start-
ing pomt for both sides (RIS ASHE RN
E1EEIMFT#E ). The most important point, how-
ever, seems to be the suggested complimentarity
between the Juncker’s investment plan and Chinese
One Road, One Belt initiative that partially embod-
ies the issue of investment and trade agreements.

Chinese media suggest that Beijing’s investment
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:HF%,%) At first glance, both partners are seeming-
ly equal. Soon after, however, readers of the Chinese
press may learn about financial problems facing EU
and that China might help out with economic recov-
ery. Indeed, Chinese media pointed at EU’s hope that
Beljlng will be able to prowde infrastructure funds
& B E RS ARUNEIZEE ST ). By the
same token, mutual cooperation was also described
in a way that Europe needs to benefit from Chinese
economic vitality. Allegedly economically passive EU
should welcome vigorously thriving countries such
as China. In other words, EU needs to cooperate with
Chlnato keepthe econojr;ry rznnln%(&,‘l‘ljl]':':'%g%;i
’ 7 I
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Furthermore, also geopolitical reasoning for such
a need was offered by Chinese press. Suppos-
sedly, after the emergence of political problems
with Russia, EU started to stren hten its relations
with China (EESEHZH~EZRNBAT,
’*E'Eﬂlﬂﬂﬁi'ﬁﬂPIE’JAﬁE) Citing foreign me-

dia, the Chinese press stresses that both sides may
develop a partnership where human rights and
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Such enhanced cooperation would not only benefit
both sides directly - China is also quite vocal with
its support of European integration and strong Euro
currency and Beijing hopes that the contemporary
financial crisis in Grece will be handled successfully
to keep the EU strong. Indeed, the support in the
form of infrastructure funds may be understood as
a_means to keep EU stronger ( ?ﬁﬁi%ﬁﬁ]l&,"l‘l?‘
FR‘IIBTxﬁnE e 1 BY Pk e A0 b 38 7 B 1R 55 (o] @

E’Ji?ﬂ} o5 i 7 | BT x'ﬁB’”“’E’
?ﬁé 4). Possible infrastructure investments
were, however followed with promotion of Chinese
high speed rail technology and nuclear power plants,
clearly suggesting further interests on China‘s side.

Another point recurring in media was China’s effort
to portray itself as a protector of the world peace
established after WW2. From this perspective, not
only may this economic cooperation help to buiId
universal prosperity, but China also seems to pro

t it It||t ts globally (FEtt A&’
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;—; EISF 2 7E). Europe has become one of the focal
points of such Chinese drive. After all, also Chinese
media noticed increased focus of Chinese leaders
on Europe, as it has welcomed the highest num-
ber of the top-official visits among the world re-
glons durmg the Xi’s administration (... {E3 fli=|=
A (8] BB & |':|:'|17J'68A.%'<, %51167350 M':F', 0
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In conclusion, China’s hopes to get involved in EU’s
economic recovery reflect not only its will to bol-
ster global influence, but at the same time Beijing
is depicted in an economically superior position
by the Chinese press. Facilitation of trade, invest-
ments, and other related issues are presented as
bringing huge benefits to EU, which is now strug-
gling not only economically, but also politically.
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POLISH PREVSJRIENTIAL ELECTIONS

olish presidential election closed on 24th
May, with Andrzej Duda, candidate from
the largest opposition party Law and Justice

defeating the incumbent President Broni-
slaw Komorowski and becoming the new
Polish President. Chinese media, in general,
did not pay as much attention to this issue
as they might have been expected to. Major
official newspapers like People’s Daily and
Xinhua News gave only two-sentence brief
reports. Longer articles from other media
were also mainly composed of translations
of foreign media analyses. Still, these few re-
ports deliver interesting message on the Chi-
nese perspective toward the Polish election.

One of the common features of the Chinese
media reporting on Polish election is that all
of them confirmed its importance for Europe
and Russia. An article from Huanqiu stated
that the Polish elections have and Duda’s
success immediately caught the attentlon
of Russia and members of the EU (ftik ik

MASIEMS A EAEZRER). Words like
“shocked”, “anxious” and “worried” repeat-

edly appeared in the article to show strong
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After a general account, Chinese media went
further to explain where these “worries” and
“anxiety” come from. Huanqiu quoted Die
Welt that Duda is against “following the EU
blindly”, and that he thinks Poland should
haye more aytonomy (}i}i?i"‘ “ IR & Rk B8
BRMEZRR” , 'l'Aj]/ AT 2% EWN).
Xinmin, a Shanghai local newspaper, gave a
more detailed description of Duda’s policy -
Duda believes that the Poles should protect
their national interests by not entering the
Eurozone and should support their own na-
tional industry, even if the result might be its

Fr A~ 18). Regarding the relations with Russia,
Huangiu and Xinmin both agree that the Pol-
ish relations with Russia are not going to get
any better - a more right-wing party means
a tougher chaIIenge for Polish-Russian rela-

tions (KB S AEREEREAZER S
ERERZ BN R R nr
I%). Furthermore, as was reported, Duda

firmly believes that Poland should ally with the
US and hopes NATO could have a permanent
base in Poland as a Ieverage against Russian
power (MIXIEERAE B LR % 5 2 E 2,
FELYIER ZE kR E S 5 T Hin ).

Although Chinese media are fully aware of
the importance of this election in Poland
for Europe, considering Poland being the
sixth largest economy in the EU, it seems
China has not realised the potential influ-
ence of this election for China itself, or at
least has not started to be anxious about it
yet. No article commented on Duda’s right-
wing affiliation’s impact on the Chinese
“One Belt, One Road” strategy. China seems
to be still completely optimistic about the
New Silk Road policy, without worrying that
Duda’s more inward-looking attitude might
hinder the Chinese agenda in this region.

While insufficient attention has been paid
to the Polish election from the Chinese
side, Xinhua has already spared a column
for 2016 American election. A layman com-
ment under the Polish election report from
Huangiu might explain this slightly odd phe-
nomenon: “No matter who is elected in East-
ern Europe, they always have to bend with
the wind, Just like grass, on the top of the

wall” (TEEBR A S - &4 24 }EE’HEHP)
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Chinese Media Watch is a project of the Institute
of Asian Studies which aims to shed light on the

Chinese media perception of the most impactful
stories in Europe.
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