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CHINESE MEDIA WATCH

Pompeo’s United Front against Huawei?

Tackling the China threat theory

In mid-February, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited Hungary, Slovakia,
and Poland, cautioning European allies against cooperation with China and
Russia. Combined with the Huawei Incident in Poland and the Czech Republic
earlier this year, China sees Pompeo’s CEE visit as Washington’s effort of
forming a ‘“united front against Huawei” (R 9% — k%) to curb China’s
development.

In this effort, CEE is viewed (Global Times) as an “arena of struggle among great
powers” despite the fact that “China is different from other major powers, since its
presence is focused on economic development rather than security”. In this
dichotomy, China is presented as a power striving to make “economic
cooperation the mainstream of Central and Eastern Europe” while USA is ‘“trying

to transform the mainstream in the region from economic cooperation to security”

and intending to “use its advantage in security to push China's economic
influence out from the region”.

People’s Daily reported on the official positions of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Ministry’s spokesperson Hua Chunying equated Pompeo’s visit to the
Central European nations as a continued campaign to spread the “China threat
theory”. According to Hua, Pompeo’s visit and overall US policy it represented

were an example of “‘ideological bias as well as cold-war and zero-sum mentality”,

which ought to be abandoned in favor of *fair, inclusive, transparent and
standardized environment for normal international friendly and mutually beneficial
cooperation”.

Reference News (Z %4 &) informed that last September, Pompeo already
stated that “China is a bigger threat to the US than Russia” (B [E /& & [F 1) =
B, K EE TR g2 ). This article continues to explain that
according to experts China’s threat to the US is first and foremost reflected in its
economic model, embodied particularly in the Belt and Road Initiative (' [E%}3%
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danger is that China tries to ‘invade” the high-tech area that traditionally
belonged to the US (375 I\ EE — K fa e i FEl sk B N AR SR [ 1) 4% Gt Qi dski—
— R RH ).

Saving Huawei

A recent representation of the China-US high-tech war is obviously the Huawei
Incident. Guancha (M %2# W) highlighted Washington’s hostility towards Huawei,
quoting both Pompeo’s speech in Hungary and US ambassador to the European
Union’s recent announcement:

“Pompeo threatened that the deployment of China’s Huawei equipment by
the Hungarian side would lead to difficulties in cooperation between the two
countries [US and Hungary]. The US ambassador to the European Union
recently publicly declared that any country that allows the use of Chinese
enterprise equipment will face the risk of US sanctions retaliation.”
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AL AP o

However, it seems Beijing believes that Washington’s agenda of forming an “anti-
Huawei united front” is facing challenges, and Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter
Szijjartd’s response towards Pompeo’s speech is an example of such challenges.
Guancha (W %2# ™ ) quoted Szijjarté’s comments on the West being hypocritical
and his suggestion for the US to mind its own business instead:

J

“If some countries always spend their time interfering with other countries
internal affairs, the world will not get better,” said Szijjarté, who stated that
Hungary can maintain a transparent relationship with China, Russia, and
the West. Szjjarté said that Washington’s accusation of the Hungary-China
and Hungary-Russia relationships is “very hypocritical.”
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Understandably, this response from Szijjarté has earned credits for Hungary
among Chinese audience. In the comments section below this report, some
netizens commented ‘it comes the time to test CEE state leaders” (G K &% | 4%
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R 2R R E 22455 NI 1), suggesting that Hungary has “passed” the test but
Poland and the Czech Republic, where Huawei encountered a backlash, have
“failed”. Moreover, People’s Daily reported that according to the MFA
spokesperson Hua Chunying, Szijjarto’'s views were “independent, fair and
objective”.

New Warsaw Pact’s Cold War trauma

Even though it is reasonable to assume the Chinese side, after more than six
years of cooperation with the CEE countries through the 16+1 Initiative, must feel
disappointed by Poland and the Czech Republic in terms of Huawei (some
comments do reflect this sentiment), the mainstream Chinese media have largely
remained calm. Global Times (PfEkif %), for example, instead of blaming the
CEE chose to be “understanding”, suggesting the CEE countries to “walk out of
the cold war trauma and avoid pushing themselves to the frontline of geopolitical
conflicts” (TH AR MR [ 50 6 E 1A B T LB, Bk B CHfE b & BN
RN ELALE).

Global Times even went as far as describing the CEE countries (as well as other
NATO allies) heeding Washington’s advice on Huawei as resembling the “old
Warsaw Pact”. The USA and its allies are viewed as “simplistically formulating
countermeasures following the bipolar model of the old Cold War” against the
Sino-Russian “new axis”.

Even though Chinese media presented a grim picture of China and its flagship
enterprises as being under siege from the USA and its allies in the CEE (and
elsewhere in the world), Chinese media also presented an image of China and
Huawei as fighting back against the purported bias. According to Global Times,
“Huawei shows Chinese firms can defend interests”. This was presented
especially in the case of the recent blocking of Huawei’s bid for a public tender for
a taxing information system in the Czech Republic on security grounds, where it
was reported that Huawei is going to take a legal action against the Czech
authorities, even though “Chinese entrepreneurs are usually unwilling to start a
conflict with foreign authorities” because they are ‘“influenced by traditional
Chinese philosophy that suggests friendliness is conducive to business success”.
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IAS is an independent think tank based in Bratislava, Slovakia. The main aim of
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spreading knowledge about Asia among Slovak experts, cooperation with similar
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Our activities focus mainly on international relations and security studies in the
geographical regions of East, South and Southeast Asia. The IAS coordinates its
activities with similar organizations in other Visegrad countries with the aim of

maximizing the relevant knowledge for countries in the region.
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