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GERMAN VE DAY COMMEMORATIONS AS A LESSON FOR JAPAN

ictory in Europe Day, May 8th, celebrates

the acceptance by the Allies of World War
Il of Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender.
For Russians, the Victory Day is May 9th, as it
marks the capitulation of Nazi Germany to the
Soviet Union. Around May 8th and May 9th,
many commemoration activities were carried
out in Europe, among which the German com-
memorations attracted considerable atten-
tion of Chinese media and Chinese readers.

In Chinese media, detailed information of Ger-
man commemoration events of WWII are eas-
ily found. On May 9th, Xinhua gave a report on
the German President Joachim Gauck’s speech
in front of a cemetery monument. Two days lat-
er, Xinhua delivered a report on German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s visit to Moscow, saying
that the first activity of Merkel after she ar-
rived in Moscow was to lay a wreath with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier _‘@Kﬁd\?ﬁ ILE AR

Iﬁ/ﬁﬁﬂﬁtEEER'h\—ﬁ_i—m gu\\:t
ZHWEAL ) . People’s Daily also gave a report
on the speech given by the President of Par-
liament Norbert Lammert on the commemora-
tion ceremony held by the German parliament.

One of the reasons why Chinese media gave such
a detailed account on the German commemora-
tion eventis partly related to its own history. Itis
generally perceived in China that Japanese failed
to give as a good reflection to its WWII crimes as
Germans did. In one opinion paper from Qiushi,
an official CCP media, the way how Germans
reflect on WWII was discussed. This is the first
article of the WWII commemoration series, and
nine more on the same topic will follow. Interest-
ingly, while this article was named as “humility
and memory” by its author, Quishi editor added
another title to it, called “How Germans reflect
on WWI|l @ (Ja|£anese Prime Minister) Abe” (&
E AR REZEHR @&fF). Although Japan
was not mentioned explicitly in the article, the

title revealed clearly the intention of Qiushi.

While official media such as Quishi remained
relatively calm and objective, some smaller com-
mercial media preferred to make it clear that
compared to Germany, Japanese attitude is un-
acceptable. For example, in Changjiang News, a
full article is devoted to the comparison of Ger-
man and Japanese attitudes to WWII crimes. This
article says that while Germany has walked out
of the shade of WWII, Japan is still trying to es-
C ge from its historical respon5|b|I|ty and crlmes

s ] B 2 M BB P E 7 R [
f X A & i R EAEEW,H$Hmmﬁﬁ?
01T 2k 3% [ mﬁ RACASEFEIE) . Japanese

poor practice has hurt the feelings of related

Asian countries many t times (1%% K2 HIHO%,
BEZXGEITMNE ZHEFRENEZR), and if

Abe still does not apologise, then it is without
any doubt that Japan is going to repeat its deeds

(REBAREER, BEEEHELR)

News on German commemoration stirs the
emotion of Chinese readers, too. In Phoenix, a
major Chinese media where readers can leave
comments below the article, some readers ex-
pressed their anger toward Japan under a report
of Gauck’s speech. A reader from Ningbo said
that “a nation brave enough to admit its mistake
is a nation that is going to rise, but a nation that
does not dare to admit its mistake is without an

hope. Japanese natlonlsthelattercase (—1
ﬁﬁa %m%&%&% %%%EEMLM
K1k ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂ%f%ﬁﬁm&

x*%ﬁ; AHMREHRE— N ABURAE D

=1=HIEE %) . Some others tend to be less calm
in their comments, for instance, a reader from
Hangzhou commented “Look at German;ﬁ]apa

isjustarascall” (BEEE, BHAMEN ! )

All in all, while some Chinese media tend to
give plain report on German commemorations,
some others are not so reluctant to mention
Japan and use it as a comparison. But no mat-
ter which way the media choose, the report
on German commemoration seems to have
clear potential to remind Chinese readers of
the historical trauma left by Japanese in WWII
and to compare the attitudes of Germany and
Japan towards their respective WWII crimes.

Runya T. Qiaoan
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RUSSIA’S VICTORY DAY:
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he coverage of Moscow’s WWII anniversary cel-
ebration revolved around three main topics. Most
space was given to China’s growing position in the
world. Readers, however, could have also learnt a lot
about Russia’s ideological struggle with the West and
Moscow’s will to preserve the post-WW!II world order.

Polishing the picture of strong China and importance of
XiJinping still remains one of the core objectives of the
reporting on the topic. Remarks about Russian prefer-
ential treatment of Chinese may be found in most of
the related articles. The same applies to the lines de-
scribing the visit of Chinese president who enjoyed the
pride of the place that only ten years ago belonged to
hlsAmerlcancounterpart G W Bush suggestin ashlft
in _their_ |m ortance (5 g’%
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Chinese media are aware that the reason why most of
the Western leaders had decided not to attend Mos-
cow’s ceIeb:catlon lies Ir]rzwgPutm sE,siu EI‘o&o.f Ukﬁrﬁlﬂain
separatist forces E| KB A E =
. "%?E“H’Jﬁ%—j]z, BLESMAAXRIESN) . Even
prior to the actual anniversary, however, another
reason was found — the Russian perspective. Accord-
ing to this view, the alleged pressure of American
government on European leaders not to attend this
commemorative occasion is to be found behind their
absence. Particularly France and Germany are often
thou ht to be too capitulator towards the U.S. (fik
%H:ﬂ: EEMENT FEMSE Chinese media
aIso approve the Russian point of V|ew that such con-
duct is not beneﬁual to their national interests (ﬁi’,
AT, EAPEGS KRS,
D= ;Eé.%ﬁ*l |%5) . The aim of Chinese press is to re—
af‘ﬁrm its readers that clashes outside of China are a
common phenomenon and that gaps in the Russia’s
relations with the West are still too wide to be crossed

easily (DEMINIEHTHHNXREFERR) .

The Polish decision to invite European leaders to Gdan-
skisunderstood as areactiontoacrisisin relations with
Russia. Chinese media suggest it has been arranged
with an intent to provide a reason not to venture to

Moscow (ZBRENESEAZERELFEHTHL

A STRUGGLE AGAINST WESTERN REVISIONISM

RRANATNSARE—DMLSE). However, it
has been also suggested that because of a fear not
to infuriate Kremlin any further most leaders did not
travel to Poland ejther_ (X&B5 :'ﬁ—rk’@ xﬁ
HENCE Ay PP gl 5

Interestingly enough, Chinese readers may also find in
their media translations of foreign press that is much
more critical of Putin’s policies. Such translations also
gave space to Western leaders. Poland’s president
Komorowski’s comment that the end of the WWII
also meant the begﬂpnl of Russian rule over East-

E ( R E PR R R
%%Eﬁ%? e/71 Hgiﬁ: EAﬁSI“l"ﬂE?;El/nIE'H:FJﬁ'ﬁj)_ which

should not be celebrated, seems to have also led to
adressing the problem of different perspectives on
the course of history. This leads us to the last point.

Chinese media suggest that European decision not to
attend Moscow’s celebration represents a trend of
historical revisionism of the post WWII world order.
Indeed the description of WWII and its consequenc-
es incorporating the important role of USSR in war
against the Nazis and China fighting the Japanese were
both common and extensive. The calls not to forget
the history are common. Chinese media also believe
that this trend of historical revisionism is harmful not
only to Russia but to the whole world including China.

Such revisionism, naturally considered to be car-
ried out by the West, is seen to be further fuelling
conflicts and polarizing standpoints, in other words,
to serve Western political interests. The situation
in Ukraine often serves as an example. The Chinese
press says: “In addition to Ukrainian plan to make a
cut in the common history with USSR and decision
not to attend the celebrations in Moscow, Kiev also
let other leaders know that if they do pay a visit to
Russia on that occasion, it will have detrlmental ef-

fects on their relatlonshlp with Kiev” (B =T EFT
%mﬁFEﬁhMﬁﬂﬂ\T%MHﬂgﬂ

0, EESMAEANNERIFI AL

HENE RS a A5 5= LM% R .

While West is thought to be reinterpreting the course
of events and putting the post-WWII peace at stake,
China and Russia are pictured as responsible play-
ers that defend current world order. As reported by
Chinese media, Moscow’s will to guard against such
reinterpretations of WWII history comes even at the
sake of further diplomatic collision with the West (
ﬁti‘f%ﬂi A ERITAT u&‘iﬁﬁgfﬁ Trr_lﬂ_l_
SEEMETEANIL, %ﬁEﬁAﬁ S BUATAINAE

iﬂ}t) The aim of the military parade is deemed to
be a response to this Western pressure. Such “dis-
play of military muscles” demonstrates the ability to

overcome Western economic sanctions, di Iomatlc
isolation and m|I|tary deterrence (% 95
dik B 78 75 B 42 05 9t 9I\x¥}1§§_ﬁu$$ﬂzl
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THE EU IMMIGRATION CRISIS

Most Chinese media stress the seriousness of the
immigration problem in EU which, according to
some of the articles, puts to test the EU common po i-

ces (AUTLEMIEABRANEMBR S| 7 BA
). 2 E KON E R AR E ), HH&%L
KM FE R BIR) . The situation is described by
China Daily as becoming critical, with some EU c coun-
tries getting overwhelmed with refugees (A3 ﬁﬁ" Al
BIEEBERN. KHtMERBARBGM, SRS
EZRAEE ). Many articles claim the difficulties
that rising influx of refugees causes to border coun-
tries are so b| that they Ca?DOtpgeﬂEjsiOI\é%%’]\ls\(/’gﬁtEUt
EUs help = 1158
xﬂﬂﬁmum4ﬁﬁmmh>-megww
of the problem is supported by recalling all the acci-
d]?ntf that re/csgéhyﬁhijagnefﬁgdgtgﬁﬁﬁ%u&ag lo)%?,
of lives 7 =
1776 NBET,  HAP AR UK EA1300 AT .

Main focus of majority of the articles is on EU efforts
to solve the crisis. Leaders of the EU and member
countries are often quoted. They demonstrate the
EU S desire and efforts to solve the problem (FA

T%Eﬁﬁﬁt?ﬁ’])&?"%‘ 0 A 7 75 [ BHOM Y B

/

LR EARI=E A AR A
m%§ ! T s A

E’]ﬁﬂfﬂﬁ]fﬁéﬁ SRBIBLSEIE) . But on the other
hand they highlight that EU struggles to find a solu-
tion and is unlikely to find a fast and efficient one.
In many articles we can find reference to EU lead-
ers acknowledging that it is very difficult and time-
demanding to settle the issue, because if there were
an easy solution, they would have aIreag%/ applled it

éﬁ%iﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁfﬁ%ﬂl%géw%
1 Gy 15 7
, R EBR B BIE—H— Y EEM ST .

Some of the reporting about the EU plan of the solu-
tion for this crisis cover the problem of recently pro-
posed idea of introducing the resettlement quota.
These articles show the lack of unity of EU in the im-
migration questlon which brings about many prob-
oms (T MAPIEGZ G—MBRIE, A8
TEEERFEREARFER FTEAWES). Sim-
milarly, the diverse approaches towards immigration
issue among the EU member countries are highlight-

ed (ﬁ%%ﬁ&ﬂ BRI F, AEXSED
ESEA—). One artlcle in PLA Dally was devoted
solely to the differences in the British, German and
French approaches. The strongest opponent of the
resettlement quota, UK PM Cameron was quoted in
many articles, showing that finding common EU im-

ration and refu%ee E)ollcy is very complicated (F
ﬁemu B (o] BX BE & [E S IR ) A
[ x—&m%&ﬁ WEM$MML) Global
Times even spoke of Greece blackmailing EU with the
threat of offering all refugees Schengen visa in case EU
will cease the economic quERPort for the countrx

FEES: tEXKE MAEHI FREAMEEED.

While Chinese articles frequently involved negative
comments about the EU’s role in this crisis, some of
them were particularly sharp. Global Times quoted
critical commentaries by many Western press that EU

PN
A.unz:

Eﬁﬁ%ﬁ%"‘)&ﬁﬁ%ﬂt ’E} ,J‘N A

—z1? 2| RIEEZ] %"“hl-i?’z\iﬁaﬂ,
RASEBFRRN? ). Chlna Daily also states that the
criticism of EU’s slow reactlons to this problem comes
from all over the world (KX B8 iz XHE%# R BV HIIR
&&= 10% & 75 1&1H) . Many of the articles now refer
to the Mediterranean as “Sea of death”, ”Mass
orthe “Deathroute” ( “ZXT-28” , “AAIN”

, “BETAZR” ). EU was also criticized for not act-
ing in conformity with its humanitarian values as it
lets many die at its doorstep (K3t dp ﬁﬁf@él"l‘lﬂ']
XA, IEAAEEXNERBRBBONRSE) .

Except for the abovementioned criticism there were
no other mentions of human rights or similar issues
that tend to be the crux of Western reports. The
refugees and their stories got also somewhat wa-
tered down to a couple of basic brief remarks. By the
same token, the voice of NGOs, who are prominent
in the West, is non-existent in China. Only a few re-
search institutes and the representatives from UNHCR
studying this issue were mentioned. Such an aproach
is, in the Chinese context, fairly understandable.

thlgomt W|thout prEEer res onse @JTE'ELIEZZ_
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To sum it up, many of the shorter informative arti-
cles do not go behind basic facts about recent trag-
edies. Commentaries and analysis, however, try to
guestion EU’s policies and lack of efficiency to re-
solve this problem. Its inability to find the middle
ground often suggests deep splits in the Union.

Daniela Rothova

Chinese Media Watch is a project of the Institute
of Asian Studies which aims to shed light on the

Chinese media perception of the most impactful
stories in Europe.
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